A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
French would enter the war blindfold. The Intelligence
Department of their Army had been destroyed in the great
religious quarrel between the Army and the politicians follow-
ing on the Dreyfus business, and had been handed over to
civilians. It was known that England could at first supply
only a very small (though highly trained and professional)
expeditionary force, about one-twentieth of the French forces
in number.
The War began therefore with a German sweep through
Belgium after the failure of a miscalculated French offensive in
Lorraine, the German armies attempting the encirclement of
the French. Meanwhile the Russians invaded Prussia upon
the east. The Russian armies were checked in a crushing
defeat (Tannenberg) early in the operations on the Eastern
Front. The French army, extended on its left by the British
contingent, was thrust back to the neighbourhood of Paris.
The lines extended from this point on the west to the Vosges
Mountains on the east. In the second week of September 1914
the great German encircling movement failed, being held and
turned in flank (the battle of the Marne). The Prussian General
Staff next attempted to turn the Allied flank by the north.
They should have succeeded, for they had interior lines and
considerable superiority of numbers, but the Allied line extended
more rapidly than their own and reached the sea before t&em.
From that moment (October 1914) the war in the west became
a siege; but a siege under strange conditions, for superior
forces with far greate'r weight in munitions were contained by
an inferior one.
On the east the initial Russian reverse developed into a
general retreat in the face of overwhelmingly superior artillery
fire. Nor was the advance of the Central Powers halted until
all Poland and Serbia had been overrun and the Russian line
thrown back to the longitude of Brest-Litovsk. Meanwhile
Turkey had entered the War on the side of the Central Powers,
to which it was linked up by a similar action on the part of
Bulgaria. It was thus impossible to munition Russia from the
west through the Dardanelles. England thereupon undertook
an expedition to force the Dardanelles, first by the use of the
Navy alone, then by landing troops on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
The effort failed, and was abandoned by the end of 1915.
Italy had long joined the Western Allies and all the Great
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